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FIRE  CHIEFS,  REEVES  AND  COUNCILLORS 


INFORMATION  EXCHANGED  -  Part  of  the  enthusiastic  turnout  of 
delegates  from  all  sections  of  Alberta  during  a  discussion  of  fire  pro- 
tection problems  in  rural  areas.  Austin  Bridges,  Fire  Commissioner 
(centre  foreground),  was  co-chairman  of  the  conference. 

*  *  *  * 

RURAL  FIRe  MEET  A  SUCCESS 

A  province-wide  rural  fire  protection  association  for  rural  mun- 
icipal ities  and  districts  throughout  Alberta  was  envisaged  by  delegates 
attending  a  two-day  conference  held  at  Red  Deer  early  in  March.  A 
five-member  provisional  committee  was  elected  from  those  attending, 
the  function  of  which  is  to  plan  the  formation  of  the  permanent  asso- 
ciation and  to  carry  out  the  decisions  of  the  meeting.  The  action 
resulted  from  a  resolution  approved  by  approximately  145  local  fire 
chiefs,  reeves  and  councillors  who  participated  in  the  conference. 

A  second  resol ution  approved  by  delegates  requested  a  change  in 
The  Town  and  Village  Actso  as  to  "enable  towns  and  villages  toenter 
into  joint  ownership  contracts  with  rural  fire  protection  associations"  . 
A  third  pointed  out  that  some  rural  fire-fighting  units  are  "as  well  or 
better  equipped  than  some  urban  units"  and  requested  a  reduction  in 
fire  insurance  rates  similar  to  that  granted  urban  areas  in  which  C.  I .  U. 
standards  are  met.  (To  Page  7) 

".  .  .  PROMISES  TO  BE  MOST  IMPORTANT" 


JOINT  CONFERENCE  COMING 

The  1963  convention  of  the  Alberta  Assessors'  Association  and 
Departmental  fieldmen's  conference  will  be  held  on  April  24,  25,  and 
26  In  the  Northern  Alberta  Jubilee  Auditorium,  according  to  an  an- 
nouncement from  D.  E.  Mills,  Chief  Provincial  Assessor  and  President 
of  the  Association.  Mr,  Mil  Is  said  this  year's  conference  promises  to 
be  the  biggest  and  most  important  ever  held  in  the  Province. 

A  full  program  has  been  arranged,  Mr.  Mills  said.  Topics  to  be 
discussed  will  include  legislation,  assessment  education,  federal 
grants,  cost  estimating  and  the  views  of  industry  on  assessment.  Also 
highlighting  the  conference  will  be  a  panel  discussion  on  general 
assessment  problems  as  well  as  rural  and  urban  workshops.  The  con- 
vention will  conclude  with  a  social  evening  planned  for  the  Mayfair 
Hotel.  • 


.  .  .  FROM  $138  MILLION  TEN  YEARS  AGO 

SCHOOLS  GET  LARGEST  SHARE 

Provincial  Government  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
March  31,  1964,  will  reach  an  estimated  total  of  $373,  822,  938,  ac- 
cording to  the  Budget  Speech  delivered  March  1  by  Hon.  E.  W.  Hin- 
man.  Provincial  Treasurer.  For  the  same  period,  provincial  revenue 
is  expected  to  total  $373,847,650  ...  thus  leaving  a  "meagre  but 
welcome  surplus"  of  $24,712. 

This  is  Mr.  Hinman's  eighth  Budget  Speech,  essential  ly  a  motion 
that  the  Assembly  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  supply.  Estimat  ed 
expenditures  outlined  in  his  first  Speech  back 
in  1956  totalled  $192,521,585.  The  current 
budget  exceeds  that  of  the  last  fiscal  year  by 
almost  $19,000,000  and  that  of  1953  by  app- 
roximately $236,000,000. 


Growth  of  the  budget  figures  .  .  .  especial- 
ly while  surplusses  are  indicated  .  .  .  are  an  ac- 
curate  reflection  of  similar  growth  in  the  econ- 
omy of  the  Province.  "Our  people  wi  1 1  be  justly 
proud,  "  said  Mr.  Hinmanin  his  current  address, 
"thatwecon  expect  to  maintain  the  expenditure  Hon.  E.  W.  HINMAN 
pattern  to  which  we  are  accustomed  and  that  we  can  embark  on  new 
programs  without  new  forms  of  taxation  ..." 

Further  excerpts  from  Mr.  Hinman's  1963  Budget  Speech  follow: 

DEPARTMENT  of  AGRICULTURE: 

In  my  economic  review  given  earlier  in  this  address,  I  mention- 
ed a  joint  program  of  the  Governments  of  Canada  and  Alberta  for 
Agricultural  Rehabilitation  and  Development,  known  as  ARDA.  For 
many  years,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  been  devoting  atten- 
tion to  all  the  aspects  of  this  program,  pasture  land  development,  al- 
ternate uses  of  land,  conservation  of  land,  conservation  of  water  re- 
sources and  development  of  rural  areas.  Substantial  appropriations 
have  been  made  for  these  projects.  It  is  now  very  gratifying  to  have 
the  Government  of  Canada  recognize  the  importance  of  agricultural 
rehabilitation  and  development  to  our  national  economy  and  to  feel 
that  essential  objectives,  long  recognized  by  the  Department,  con 
now  be  achieved  by  joint  effort.  In  addition  to  the  usual  appropria- 
tions provided  for  these  projects,  we  have  added  $1,500,000  in  anti- 
cipation of  the  contribution  from  the  Federal  Government. 

All  other  services  provided  by  the  Departmentof  Agricul  ture  wi  1 1 
be  continued  and  expanded  where  it  Is  In  the  public's  interest  to  do 
so.  Increased  appropriations  are  requested  for  supervision  and  as- 
sistance given  by  the  fieldcrops,  livestock,  dairy  and  poultry  branches. 
District  agricul turists  and  home  economists  will  continue  to  give  service 
in  farming  areas,  and  the  best  known  methods  of  controlling  animal 
and  crop  diseases  will  be  used.  Substantial  sums  are  again  provided 
for  the  operation  of  the  three  Schools  of  Agriculture  at  Olds,  Ver- 
milion, andFalrview,  and  the  Department  plans  to  operate  the  Olds 
School  on  a  year  round  basis  instead  of  the  present  six  months  In  a 
year. 

A  large  part  of  the  activities  of  the  Water  Resources  Branch  will 
become  part  of  the  ARDA  program.  As  a  result  there  will  be  more 
work  done  on  Irrigation,   drainage  and  control  of  (To  Page  8) 
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SECOND 


AN  APRIL  DAY 

Author  Unknown 

Take  a  dozen  little  clouds. 

And  a  patch  of  blue  ... 

1  C1K6  CI  iriiiiioii  luiriuiupo. 

As  many  sunbeams  too  .  . . 

Take  a  host  of  violets. 

A  wandering  little  breeze  . . . 

And  myriads  of  little  leaves 

Dancing  on.  the  trees; 

Then  mix  them  all  together 

in  the  very  quickest  way — 

Showers,  sunshine,  birds,  flowers. 

And  you'll  hove  an  April  day. 

o  Ideals 

IN  MANITOBA  .  .  . 

A  MYAL  COMMISSION 

Municipal  people  and  the  public  generally  will  watch  with 
interest  developments  in  Manitoba  during  the  next  year  or  eighteen 
months.  A  report  of  the  five-man  Royal  Commission  on  Local  Govern- 
ment Organization  and  Finance  will  be  ready  by  that  time  "at  the 
outside",  according  to  its  chairman,  Hon.  Roland  Michener,  former 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  Michener's  appointment  was  announced  in  February  by 
PremierDuff  Roblin.  Othermembers  of  the  Commission  include  Judge 
John  Thompson,  former  Minister  of  Municipal  Affairs  and  one  time 
mayor  of  Elkhorn;  Dr.  Murray  Donnelly,  professor  of  pol  itical  science 
at  the  University  of  Manitoba;  Donald  L.  Campbell,  retiring  member 
of  the  Public  Utilities  Board. 

Premier  Roblin  described  the  commission's  work  as  "the  most 
important  examination  of  municipal  affairs  ever  undertaken".  We 
assume  he  means  in  Manitoba,  and  judging  from  the  terms  of  reference 
he  could  be  right.  These  cover  the  whole  field  of  local  government, 
including  the  administration  of  education  and  the  burden  of  municipal 
taxation.  Metro  government  is  specifically  excluded,  but  Premier 
Roblin  said  the  possibility  of  a  county  form  of  government  would 
"certainly"  be  considered. 

Terms  of  reference  as  listed  in  the  Winnipeg  Free  Press  call  on 
the  commission  to  examine: 

o  The  powers,  functions  and  responsibilities  of  the  various  classes 
of  local  government  in  Manitoba  and  their  suitability  to  current  and 
developing  conditions. 

o  The  forms  of  organization  and  areas  of  jurisdiction  of  the  various 
classes  of  local  government  and  their  suitability  to  current  and  dev- 
eloping conditions,  having  regard  to  changes  in  population  and 
economic  development. 

o  The  financial  structure  of  local  government  and  its  suitability 
to  current  and  developing  responsibilities. 

o  The  taxation  system  and  other  revenue  sources  available  to  local 
government  and  their  adequacy  and  effectiveness  for  the  responsibil- 
ities involved.  Alternative  methods  of  raising  revenue  for  local 
government  purposes  which  might  be  economically  applied. 

o  The  burden  of  local  government  imposts  on  the  taxpayer, 
especially  in  relation  to  his  ability  to  pay  and  his  requirements  for 
services. 

o  The  division  of  responsibi  1  ities  between  the  province  and  local 
governments  including  the  functions  performed  and  the  services  pro- 
vided by  the  province  in  local  government  areas.  The  effect  of  such 
provincial  activities  on  local  powers  and  responsibilities. 

o  Any  matters  raised  in  the  report  of  the  Municipal  Inquiry 
Commission  that  may  be  pertinent  to  the  subject  of  this  inquiry.  The 
inquiry  is  to  exclude  those  aspects  of  the  review  ...  of  the  affairs  of 
The  Metropol  itan  Corporation  of  Greater  Winnipeg  and  its  area  mun- 
icipalities which  are  not  of  general  application. 

o  Any  matters  that  may  arise  that  may  be  related  to  the  investi- 


gation being  conducted  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Taxation  appointed 
by  the  Government  of  Canada. 

o  All  other  matters  related  to  the  problems  of  local  government 
organization  and  finance,  and  in  particular  any  matters,  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  subject  of  the  inquiry,  which  may  be  referred  to  the 
commissioners  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council . 

Commission  Chairman  Michener  is  said  to  be  hoping  an  interim 
report  on  municipal  taxation  problems  and  "the  weight  of  taxation  on 
property"  will  be  ready  by  October.  Along  with  local  authorities  in 
other  Canadian  provinces,  those  in  Alberta  will  be  watching  for  it# 

.  .  .  FOLLOWING 

AN  "'IMOUIRY"  COMMISSION 

Having  gone  into  some  detail  regarding  municipal  developments 
now  unfolding  in  the  Province  of  Manitoba,  it  might  be  well  for  us  to 
goa  I ittle  further.  You  will  have  noticedthe  Royal  Commission  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Roland  Michener  (to  which  we  have  just  referred) 
may  examine  "any  matters  raised  in  the  report  of  the  Municipal  In- 
quiry Commission  ..."  For  anyone  who  may  be  wondering  what  this  is 
all  about,  we  can  shed  some  light  on  the  matter  . .  .  again  through 
courtesy  of  the  Winnipeg  Free  Press. 

It  seems  the  MIC  was  set  up  two  years  ago  and  was  composed  of 
representatives  of  the  Manitoba  Urban  Association  and  the  Union  of 
Manitoba  Municipalities.  Also  taking  part  were  two  representatives 
of  the  Manitoba  Municipal  Secretary-Treasurers'  Association.  De- 
liberations carried  onover  the  two  year  period  resulted  in  an  85-page 
report  which  is  said  to  contain  the  following  highlights: 

o  There  should  be  a  clear  definition  of  the  responsibil  ities  of  the 
provincial  and  municipal  governments.  Generally  speaking,  munici- 
palities should  be  financially  responsible  for  services  benefitting 
property  and  the  Province  for  services  benefitting  persons. 

o  The  Province  should  assume  full  financial  responsibility  for 
health  and  welfare  services  and  for  the  operation  of  hospitals. 

o  The  Province  should  immediately  assume  complete  responsib- 
ility, both  financial  and  administrative,  for  Manitoba  secondary 
education.  Eventually  the  Province  should  be  responsible  for  all 
education. 

o  No  property,  no  business  and  no  trade  or  calling  should  be 
exempt  from  the  payment  of  municipal  taxes.  This  recommendation 
involves  the  repeal  of  all  existing  exemptions,  including  the  relief 
now  granted  to  churches,  farm  buildings,  government  buildings, 
Canadian  Legion  branches,  and  Hutterite  colonies. 

o  The  county  system  of  government  should  be  set  up  in  Manitoba. 
Each  county  should  be  composed  of  a  number  of  urban  and  rural  mun- 
icipalities in  a  specific  region.  And  new  county  councils  would  act 
as  a  sort  of  rural  "metro". 

These,  then,  are  among  conclusions  reached  by  municipal  organ- 
izations in  Manitoba  after  two  years  of  effort  and  they  will  no  doubt 
begiven  very  serious  study  by  the  newly-appointed  Royal  Commission. 


We  shal  1  observe  only  that  it  is  al  I  very  interesting  . . .  and  that  much 
valuable  spadework  seems  to  have  been  done.  Whatever  the  outcome, 
we  wish  them  ,  , .  the  Commission  and  the  people  of  Manitoba  .  .  . 
every  success.  • 
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ALBEHTA  S  NEW  PLANNING  ACT,  1963 

BY  J.  H.  HOLLOWAY,  CHAIRMAN,   PROVINCIAL  PLANNING  BOARD, 
AND    NOEL  DANL  PROVINCIAL  PLANNING  DIRECTOR 


The  general  aim  of  planning  under  the  terms  of  the  new  Act  is  to 
guide  and  regulate  the  public  and  private  use  of  land  so  that  public 
projects,  such  as  the  provision  of  roads,  streets,  utilities,  schools 
and  other  necessary  services,  may  be  properly  co-ordinated  and 
carried  out  in  an  economical  and  orderly  manner  and  so  that  private 
owners  may  utilize  or  develop  their  land  to  their  best  advantage 
provided  that  in  so  doing  they  do  not  in juriously  affect  their  neighbors 
or  the  interests  of  the  public  generally. 

At  the  local  level ,  the  agencies  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  planning  measures  are  the  municipal  councils.  Over  larger  regions 
of  the  Province,  regional  planning  commissions  have  been  established 
to  enable  the  municipal  it ies  within  a  region  to  co-ordinate  theirplanning 
aims  and  activities.  At  the  provincial  level,  various  government 
departments  are  responsible  for  the  planning  andexecution  of  different 
kinds  of  projects  involving  the  development  of  land,  and  inter-depart- 
mental co-ordination  is  facilitated  through  their  representation  on 
the  Provincial  Planning  Board.  That  body  also  exercises  general  over- 
sight over  planning  at  the  local  and  regional  level,  and  hears  and  de- 
cides appeals  made  against  local  planning  decisions. 

In  order  that  the  interests  of  both  the  publ  ic  and  individual  owners 
may  be  protected,  the  Act  governing  planning  must  have    regard  to 

(a)  the  need  to  consider  how  specific  projects  or  proposals  may  affect 
the  general  development  of  an  area  and  the  welfare  of  the 
community  at  large; 

(b)  the  right  of  owners  to  contest  planning  decisions  that  may  unjustly 
or  unnecessarily  restrict  or  deny  them  the  most  convenient  or  pro- 
fitable use  of  their  land,  and 

(c)  the  right  of  other  persons  to  object  against  proposed  developments 
that  may  injuriously  affect  their  interest. 

ELABORATE  and  TIME  CONSUMING 

The  consideration  and  reconcil iation  of  these  often  conflicting 
interests  and  legal  rights  entail  the  use  of  procedures  that  are  necessarily 
elaborate  and  often  time-consuming.  Those  procedures  must  be  de- 
signed to  ensure  that  all  relevant  information  is  given  to  those  bodies 
that  make  the  decisions,  that  due  notice  and  a  proper  opportunity  to 
be  heard  are  given  to  al  I  parties  who  may  be  affected,  that  those  parties 
are  not  put  to  undue  expense  or  obstructed  by  legalisms  in  making 
representations,  that  improper  influence  does  not  enter  into  the 
making  of  decisions  and  that  the  reasons  for  all  decisions  are  clearly 
and  publicly  made  known  to  all  concerned. 

No  sensible  person  would  suggest  that  any  of  these  requirements 
ought  to  be  excluded  or  ignored,  and  it  is  obvious  that  if  they  are  to 
be  properly  observed,  planning  decisions  cannot  usually  be  made 
overnight.   The  "delays"  in  processing  development  or  subdivision 
proposals  for  which  planning  bodies  are  so  often  criticized  are  thus 

not  easily  avoided.  Impatient  applicants  who  fret  over  the  time  it 
takes  to  get  their  proposals  processed  usual  ly  fail  to  realise  why  they 
cannot  expect  immediate  action,  and  they  are  also  apt  to  forget  that 
what  they  propose  to  do,  whether  it  be  the  subdivision  of  land  or  the 
erection  of  a  building,  will  remain  in  being,  not  merely  for  a  few 
days  or  even  a  few  weeks,  but  for  a  period  measurable  in  decades. 
This  fact  alone  implies  that  the  merits  and  effects  of  each  such 
proposal  require  more  than  casual  consideration. 

Nevertheless,  so  far  as  observance  of  the  above-mentioned  re- 
quirements will  permit,  it  is  of  course  desirable  that  the  procedures 
by  which  planning  decisions  are  arrived  at  be  as  simpleandas  easily 
understood  as  it  is  possible  to  make  them.  With  that  in  view, it  is 
desirable 

1.  That  the  number  of  kinds  of  planning  bodies  that  may  deal  with 
subdivision  or  development  proposals  be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 
This  has  been  accomplished  in  the  new  Alberta  Act. 

2.  That  where  more  than  one  planning  agency  and/or  department 
of  government  has  power  to  make  decisions  or  give  approval  re- 
lating to  the  subdivision  or  development  of  land,  their  procedures 
should  be  co-ordinated  so  that  applicants  can  present  one 
appi  ication  at  one  place  instead  of  being  required  to  fi le  separate 


applications  at  several  places.  This  has  been  accomplished  by 
consolidation  of  procedural  regulations  under  the  Act. 

MADE  at  LOCAL  LEVEL 

Planning  legislation  in  Alberta  has  always  embodied  the  principle 
that  planning  decisions  which  involve  the  exercise  of  discretion  are 
to  be  made  at  the  local  level  by  elected  officials  and  not  by  appoint- 
ed officers.  That  principle  is  generally  understood  by  the  planning 
officers  attached  to  the  regional  planning  commissions,  but  complaint  s 
have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  members  of  the  government  which 
imply  that  in  this  respect  some  planning  officers  have  in  specific 
instances  exceeded  their  authority  or  have  been  dictatorial  In  their 
attitude.  Although  the  Board  has  been  most  anxious  to  take  corrective 
action  on  such  occasions,  it  has  rarely  received  or  been  able  to  obtain 
any  concrete  evidence  to  substantiate  these  complaints.  Most  of  these 
complaints  seem  to  arise  when  a  planning  officer,  in  conveying  an 
adverse  council  or  commission  decision  to  an  applicant,  attempts  to 
explain  or  justify  the  decision  and  the  discussion  degenerates  Into  an 
argument  over  the  merits  of  the  case,  which  may  leave  the  applicant 
with  the  impression  that  the  officer's  attitude  Is  antipathetic  or  even 
hostile.  The  Board's  advice  to  commission  off  leers  has  been  that  they 
should  refrain  from  trying  to  defend  the  decisions  of  their  employers 
In  such  cases  and  should  do  not  more  than  explain  to  unsuccessful 
applicants  their  rights  of  appeal.  This  advice  appears  to  have  been 
effective,  as  very  few,  if  any,  complaints  about  the  attitude  of 
planning  commission  officials  have  arisen  more  recently. 

Nevertheless,  the  principle  in  question  cannot  be  too  strongly 
stressed,  and  in  re-drafting  the  Act, it  has  been  re-emphasized  and  that 
the  Board  shal  I  exercise  closer  purview  over  the  administrative  pro- 
cedures of  the  regional  planning  commissions  In  order  to  ensure 

3.  That  at  the  local  level  (i.e..  In  municipalities  and  regional 
planning  areas)  all  planning  decisions  shall  be  made  by  the  elected 
authorities  and  that  their  decision-making  powers  may  bedelegated 
to  appointed  officers  only  within  the  terms  of  Board-approved 
rules  and  regulations  which  cover  clear-cut  "yes-or-no  "situations 
and  do  not  permltthose  off icers  to  exercise  theirown  discretion. 

NEED  for  PUBLIC  SERVICES 

When  an  owner  subdivides  land,  usually  with  the  sole  motive  of 
selling  itat  a  profitin  the  form  ofbuilding  lots,  hecreates  asltuatlcn 
which  generates  a  need  for  public  services  of  various  kinds.  Roads 
and  streets  must  be  built,  utilities  may  have  to  be  installedandschools 
and  recreation  facilities  may  later  be  needed  by  the  people  who 
occupy  the  subdivision. 

It  Is  now  a  generally  accepted  principle  In  this  Province  and 
elsewhere  that  the  subdivider  who  precipitates  these  needs  should 
bear  a  substantial  share  of  the  cost  of  accommodating  them,  and  that 
the  whole  burden  should  not  fall  upon  the  municipality  at  large. 
The  subdivision  regulations  therefore  require  him  to  provide  roadways, 
streets  and  reserves  for  school  and  park  purposes  withoutcompensation 
therefore,  and  he  may  also  be  requiredto  buildroads  orinstall  services 
within  the  subdivision  at  his  own  expense.  Eventually,  of  course,  he 
expects  to  recover  such  costs  and  the  value  of  the  land  included  in 
the  streets  and  reserves  by  sel  ling  his  lots  at  a  sufficient  price  to  cover 
these  and  other  expenses  and  also  assure  him  a  profit.  (To  Page  7) 


ON  THE  PLANNING  HORIZON 
Planning  legislation  as  it  has  been  on  the  statute  books  of 
Alberta  has  been  widely  recognized  as  far-sighted  and  progres- 
sive, two  qualities  which  must  of  necessity  apply  in  a  very 
specific  way  to  the  field  of  development  planning.  Such  com- 
mendation as  has  been  offered  Is  most  gratifying,  but  under  no 
circumstances  can  it  substitute  for  further  effort  towards  con- 
tinued progress.  It  was  to  this  end  that  "An  Act  Relating  to  the 
Planning  and  Regulation  of  the  Use  and  Development  of  Land" 
was  presented  to  the  Alberta  Legislature  as  of  far-reaching  and 
major  Importance  to  the  people  of  the  Province. 

The  short  title  of  the  new  Act  Is  simply  "The  Planning  Act "  , 
and  it  is  believed  Its  provisions  will  be  accepted  as  another  big 

(To  Page  7) 
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PETAILS  neiATING  TO  SUPERVISION  IN  1962 
fOn  MUNICIPAL  DISTRICTS . . . 


M.D. 
No. 


Name 


No. 
CIrs. 


Total 
Number 
of  Days 
Supervision 


Total 
Mileage 


Total 

Payable  to 
Council  lors 


Average 
Paid  Per 
Councillor 


Average 
Number 
of  Days  Per 
Council  lor 


Average 
Number 
Miles  Travel- 
led Per 
Council  lor 


Improved 

Road 

Mileage 


Average  — 
Impro  ved 
Mileage  in 
M.D.  Super 
vised  Per 
Council  lor 
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AN9  FOR  COUNTIES 

•    •  • 
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1  962  Financia  1 

Statements) 
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Im  proved 

Average 

Number  of 

Mileage  in 

Total  Number 

Total 

Average 

Number 

Miles  Travel- 

Improved 

Co.  Super- 

County 

No. 

of  Days 

Total 

Payable  to 

Paid  Per 

of  Days  Per 

led  Per 

Road 

vised  Per 

No. 

Nome 

Cirs. 

Supervis  ion 

Mileage 

Council  lors 

Councillor 

Council  lor 

Council  lor 

Mileage 

Councillor 
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Grande  Prairie 

5 
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$1,589.28 
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6 

Stettler 

9 
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367.92 

12.01 
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7 

Thorhild 

7 

205.25 

12,020 

4,520.23 

645.75 

29,32 

1,717.14 

1,213 
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8 

Forty  Mile 

5 

26 

3,398 

797.76 

159.55 

5.20 

679.60 

2,174 

435 

9 

Beaver 

7 

252.5 

15,449 

5,641 .38 

805.91 

36.07 

2,207,00 

1,275 

182 

10 

Wetaskiwin 

7 

280 

18,267 

6,392.04 

913.15 

40.00 

2,609.57 

1,018 

145 

11 

Barrhead 

7 
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15,109 

4,944.33 

706.33 

29.82 

2,158.43 
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12 

Athabasca 

9 
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17,724 

5,891 ,88 

654.65 

27.89 

1,969,33 

1,378 
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13 

Smoky  Lake 

7 

222,5 

18,726 

5,584,62 

797.80 

31  .79 
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7 

138.5 
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627.18 
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7 
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34,93 

3,687.86 
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234 
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7 
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32,229 

7,992.44 

1,141 .77 

39.29 

4,604,14 

1,941 
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18 
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7 

62.25 

3,659 

1,372.83 

196,12 

8.89 
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19 
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7 
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TOTALS: 
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262,636 

$83,375.22 
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AVERAGE: 

$595.54 

24.86 

1,875.97 

1,064 

213 

HIGHEST: 

$1 ,141  .77 

40.00 

4,604.14 

2,600 

520 

LOWEST: 

$196.12 

:o 

522.71 

823 

118 
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ALSeRTA'S  1 963-64  BUDGCT  SUMMARY 
INCOME  ...  ...  OUTGO 


ESTIMATED  REVENUES 


ESTIMATED  EXPENDITURES 


1  ALBERTA    INCOME  TAX  ACT  

2  TAX   SHARING    &  SUBSIDIES. 

3  FUEL    OIL  TAX   


4  MOTOR  VEHICLE  BRANCH- 

5  A.L.C.B.  PROFITS  

6  LANDS  a  FORESTS   

7  MINES  a  MINERALS  

8  HOSPITALIZATION  (FED.). 

9  HOSPITALIZATION  (MUN.)_ 


10  TREASURY  EARNINGS  a  REPAYMENTS 

11  OTHERS   


$  5 1 ,000,000—  13.64  % 
12,747,000  —  3.41% 
38,900,000—  10.41% 
1 5  ,435,000  —  4.13  % 
25,500,000 —  6.82% 
6,281,000 —  2,22% 
1 16,988,500 —  3L29% 
25,000,000  —  6.69% 
7,069,230—  1.89% 
30,598,650 —  6.18% 
42  ?28,270  I  1.32% 


TOTAL   REVENUE     $  373,847,650 —  100  % 


I      PUBLIC  DEBT.. 
HIGHWAYS   


PUBLIC  WORKS. 


2 
3 

4  'LANDS  a  FORESTS . 


5  AGRICULTURE  SERVICE 
« 

6  PUBLIC  WELFARE  


'PUBLIC  HEALTH   

MUN.  ASSISTANCE  GRANTS. 


7 
8 

9  "EDUCATION 

10  OTHERS  


TOTAL  EXPENDITURE 
ESTIMATED  SURPLUS, 


$  3,154,050- 
64,991,020- 
22,462,770- 
10,762,770- 
8,147,865  - 
2  6,714,355  - 
9  0,672P00- 
I  5,000,000- 
95,219,125  - 
36,598,983- 


-  .84  % 
■1738  % 

-  6.0  I  % 

-  2.88  % 

-  2.18  % 

■  7.15  % 

■  24.25  % 

■  4.01  % 

■  25.50% 

9.79% 


373,822,938  ■ 
24,712- 


99.99  % 

.01  % 


TOTAL  $  373,847,650  —  100% 
'includes   EXPENDITURES    UNDER    P.  W.  VOTE 


PROVINCIAL  ASSISTANCE  TO  MUNICIPALITIES 
FOR  THE  FOURTEEN  YEARS  ENDING  MARCH  31,  1951  TO  MARCH  31, 


1964 


DIRECT  FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE 

1.  Education: 

Operational  Grants  to  Schools   

Construction  Grants  to  Schools   

Construction  Grants  to  Technical  Schools  (net) 
Grants  to  Teachers'  Retirement  Fund   

2.  Public  Health: 

Hospital    Construction  Grants   

Health  Service  Grants   


Total  11  Years 
Apr.  1/50  to  Mar.  31/61  1961-62 
Actual  Actual 


Highways: 

Grants  for  roads,  bridges  and  other  structures   

Treasury : 

Grants  in  liau  of  ta.\es   

Municipal  Assistance  Grants   

Grants  for  Police  Stations  , 

Attorney   General's   Department : 

Remission  of  fines  collected  under  the  Albei'ta  Liquor  Act 
Public  Welfare: 

Indigent  Relief   


Lands  and  Forests  Department: 

Refunds  of  cultivation  and  grazing  leases 

Provincial  Secretary: 

Recreational  Grants   


Municipal  Affairs: 

Winter  Works  Incentive  Program 


TOTAL :   Direct  Financial  Assistance 


INDIRECT  FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE: 

General    Hospitalization    for    all    i-esidents   and    medical    services  for 
Pensioners,  Polio,  Cancer,  etc  

TOTAL:  Direct  and  Indirect  Financial  Assistance   


ASSISTANCE  BY  LOANS: 

1.  Self  Liquidating  Projects  Act   

2.  Municipal  Capital  Expenditure  Loans  Act 

3.  Other  Municipal  Loans   

4.  School  Construction  Loans   


;  21,994,279 
125,000,000 
66,813,072 
81,596,363 


1962-63 
Revised 
Estimate 


1963-64 
Estimated 


125,000 


1,042,600 


Total 
14  Years 


$256,315,829 
75,396,592 

4,410,030 

$  54,025,098 
6,959.470 

$  57,236,000 
7,750,000 
5,000,000 

$  63,000,000 
2,000,000 
2,000,000 

$  430,576,927 
92,106,062 
7,000,000 
4,410,030 

5,899,716 
2.914,616 

1,835,620 
702,301 

1,883,472 
748,815 

2,000,000 
1,002,100 

11,618,808 
5,367,832 

107,467,770 

18,139,678 

16,650,000 

15,550,000 

157,807,448 

946,188 
101,451,166 

15,000,000 
625,903 

1,400.000 
15,000,000 
166,000 

1,500,000 
15,000,000 
324,500 

3,846,188 
146,451,166 
1,116,403 

1,464,296 

218,464 

220,000 

220,000 

2,122,760 

15,567,265 

2,672,566 

2,750,000 

2,750,000 

23,739,831 

3,673,012 

590,592 

710,000 

675,000 

5,648,604 

998,138 

1,337,219 

1,000,000 

600,000 

3,935,357 

1,777,083 

1,168,382 

1,400,000 

1,680,000 

6,025,465 

$578,281,701 

$103,275,293 

$111,914,287 

$108,301,600 

$  901,772,881 

$174,838,388 

$  36,098,380 

$  40,651,490 

$  48,253,330 

$  299,841,588 

$753,120,089 

$139,373,673 

$152,565,777 

$156,554,930 

$1,201,614,469 

21,994,279 
125,000,000 
66,938,072 
82,638,963 


TOTAL:  Assistance  by  loans 


.$295,403,714 


$  1,042,600 


125,000 


296,571,314 
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MORE  ABOUT 

EQUITABLE  ASSESSMENT 

REPRINTED  FROM 

"THE  GENERAL  PROPERTY  TAX" 
BY  FREDERICK  L.  BIRD 

(Introducing  the  first  part  of  a  chapter  from  Mr.  Bird's  book 
in  November's  issue  of  The  COUNSELLOR  we  remarked  that 
problems  relating  to  the  assessment  function  were  basic  to  the 
economic  welfare  of  any  community .  The  author  is  writing  about 
the  American  scene,  but  what  he  says  is  of  interest  to  ratepayers 
on  both  sides  of  the  line.) 

*  * 

FRACTIONAL  ASSESSMENT  (Cont'd) 

A  few  states,  as  previously  noted,  have  undertaken  to  solve  this 
problem  by  lowering  their  legal  standards  of  assessment  to  percentages 
of  ful  i  vol  ue  considered  to  approximate  the  existing  assessing  practice. 
In  Connecticut,  where  the  Bristol  decision  in  1957  resulted  In  "stop- 
gap" legislation  to  legalize  the  prevailing  practice  of  assessing 
property  in  each  town  at  a  percentage  of  fair  market  value  as  deter- 
mined by  the  town  assessor,  a  Tax  Study  Commission,  reporting  in 
1959,  proposed  a  flexible  compromise  arrangement  to  replace  the 
former  requirement  of  assessment  at  100  per  cent  of  fair  market  value. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Connecticut  Commission  are,  in 
substance:  (1)  that  fair  market  value  be  retained  as  the  standard  for 
the  valuation  of  real  property;  (2)  that  the  assessment  basis  for  real 
property  be  set  bylaw  at  65  per  cent  of  fair  market  value,  this  assess- 
ment level  being  at,  or  near,  the  highest  averages  prevailing  in  the 
towns;  and  (3)  that  there  be  estabi ished  by  law  "a  reasonable  working 
margin  or  zone  of  tolerance"of  10  per  cent  over  orunder  thestatutory 
level  (i.e.,  between  71.5  per  cent  and  58.5  per  cent)  within  which 
there  would  be  no  basis  for  appeals  against  assessments. 

The  commission  emphasized,  however,  that  its  findings  and  those 
of  a  previous  tax  study  commission  indicated  that  a  generally  in- 
effective system  of  state  supervision  and  guidance  was  an  important 
causeof  the  prevailing  underassessment.  It  therefore  recommended  the 
establishment  within  the  office  of  the  state  tax  commissioner  of  a 
properly  staffed  local  property  tax  unit  with  responsibility  for  guid- 
ance, consultation,  andannual  compilation  and  publicationof  average 
ratios  of  assessed  value  to  "market  values"  for  adequate  samples  of 
taxable  properties  of  all  classes  within  each  local  taxing  jurisdiction, 
and  for  enforcement  of  local  compi  lance  with  al  I  state  laws  and  regu- 
lations pertaining  to  the  assessment  of  property. 

ASSESSMENT  ORGANIZATION  PATTERN 

The  prevailing  organization  for  assessment  administration  helps 
to  account  for  the  intra-area  and  inter-area  inequities  in  assessment 
and  the  wide  downward  deviations  from  the  legal  standards  of  assess- 
ment that  weaken  the  property  tax  and  impel  wel  1  qual  if  led  professional 
observers  to  make  such  judgments  as,  "Probably  no  tax  form  In  modern 
fiscal  times  Is  as  poorly  managed  as  the  property  tax". 

Most  of  the  original  assessing  in  the  United  States  is  done  by 
local  officials  In  many  thousands  of  separate  assessing  areas.  The  1957 
Census  of  Governments  recognized  7,690  such  areas  In  its  enumera- 
tion, but  even  this  large  total  minimizes  the  number  of  primary  assess- 
ing areas;  in  some  states  where  the  counties  ore  the  equalizing  and 
reporting  agencies,  and  were  treated  in  the  Census  as  single  units, 
there  are  within  the  counties  many  local  areas  with  assessing  respon- 
sibilities. The  precise  number  of  primary  local  assessing  areas  Is  not 
known.  The  National  Association  of  Assessing  Off  icers  stated  in  1941 
that  there  were  between  20,000  and  30,000  giving  an  estimate  of 
26,300.  The  number  probably  is  measurably  lower  at  present,  as  the 
eliminations  of  small  districts  are  believed  to  have  well  outnumbered 
the  creation  of  new  districts  in  recent  years. 

The  nationwide  pattern  of  geographical  organization  of  primary 
local  assessing  districts  Is  neither  uniform  nor  clear,  and  only  a  rough 
summary  can  be  attempted  here. 

In  some  28  states.  Including  the  western  and  southwestern  states, 
all  of  the  southern  states  except  South  Carolina,  and  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Ohio,  and  West  Virginia,  the  county  is  entirely  or  pre- 
dominantly the  primary  assessing  district.  (This  group  includes  states 
with  city  assessing  areas  when,  as  in  the  instance  of  Baltimore  and  the 
Virginia  cities,  they  are  independent  of  any  counties.)  The  counties 


In  these  states  assess  for  county  and  state  purposes,  and  in  a  majority 
of  them  they  assess  also  for  the  underlying  local  governments.  In  a 
few  of  these  states,  however,  there  is  a  dupl  Ication  of  local  assessing 
areas,  with  the  underlying  municipalities,  and  in  some  Instances 
school  districts  and  special  districts,  doing  their  own  assessing.  This 
procedure  is  both  expensive  and  annoying  to  the  taxpayers;  but  some 
local  governments  consider  that.  In  view  of  rigid  tax  rate  and  debt 
limitations  and  drastic  underassessment  by  the  counties.  It  Is  a 
necessary  means  of  saving  their  fiscal  powers.  Where  the  procedure  is 
optional,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  it  is  not  always  used.  In  Cal  ifornia, 
forexample,  nearly70  per  cent  of  the  cities  contract  with  thecounties 
to  supply  their  assessment  figures. 

The  primary  assessing  area  is  the  town  or  city  in  the  six  New 
England  states;  It  is  the  township  or  municipal  ity  in  about  seven  other 
states,  Including  Indiana,  Kansas,  Michigan,  New  Jersey,  North 
Dakota,  and  Wisconsin.  This  grouping,  however,  needs  qualification 
because  in  some  of  these  seven  states  provision  Is  made  for  guidance 
or  supervision  by  a  county  officer. 

A  more  or  less  variable  pattern  of  primary  assessing  areas  exists 
in  Illinois,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
South  Carolina,  and  Tennessee.  A  few  illustrations  will  point  up  the 
nature  of  the  variations.  In  Illinois,  most  of  the  assessing  is  done  by 
township  assessors,  but  assessing  is  on  a  countywide  basis  in  Cook  and 
St.  C  lair  counties  and  about  one-sixth  of  the  other  counties  appoint 
assessing  supervisors.  Assessing  In  Iowa  ison  a  county  basis  but  cities 
of  over  10,000  population  have  their  own  assessors.  Minnesota  has 
one  county  assessing  area,  Ramsey  County;  otherwise,  assessing  is 
done  at  the  township,  village,  city,  or  district  level,  but  with  super- 
vislonin  each  county  by  a  county  assessor  or  supervisor  of  assessments. 
In  New  York,  assessing  Is  at  the  town  and  city  level  except  In  Nassau 
County,  where  it  is  a  county  responsibility. 

Some  of  the  assessing  areas  are  large  enough  and  sufficiently 
advanced  In  administration  to  employ  well  trained  assessors  and  to 
use  the  technique  of  scientific  assessment.  A  majority  of  the  assess- 
ment organizations,  however,  are  headed  by  assessors  or  boards  of 
assessors  who  are  popularly  elected  for  limited  terms  of  office  and 
who  are  likely  to  have  had  no  professional  training.  Also,  the  vast 
majority  of  the  primary  assessing  areas  are  so  small  that  they  must 
depend  on  inadequately  equipped  and  usually  poorly  paid  part-time 
officials. 

The  compensation  of  assessors  In  these  small  areas,  and  In  many 
larger  areas,  is  notoriously  low.  Reporting  in  1956  that  nearly  60  per 
cent  of  the  assessors  in  New  York  State  received  only  $500  per  year 
or  less,  Arthur  L.  Bergren,  director  of  equalization.  New  York  State 
Board  of  Equal  ization  and  Assessment,  commented:  "Is  it  any  wonder 
that  the  assessing  job  in  many  towns  and  some  cities  is  confined 
primarily  to  copying  last  year's  roll?"  James  K.  Hall,  University  of 
Washington,  in  discussing  a  similar  situation  in  that  state,  observed: 

...  It  should  be  said  that  the  compensation  paidthese  officials 
is  grossly  malproportioned  to  the  importance  and  technical  character 
of  the  assessment  faction.  If  technical  qualifications  were  required 
of  those  standing  forelection  as  county  assessor,  based  on  special  ized 
training  and  accepted  professional  standards,  it  is  questionable 
whether  there  would  be  any  candidates  for  this  office. 

Emerging  from  any  study  of  this  gangling  organization  for  local 
assessment  is  the  rather  obvious  conculslon  that  there  are  too  many 
separate  assessment  jurisdictions,  particularly  because  so  many  of 
them  are  too  small  to  do  an  efficient,  economical  job  of  assessing. 
A  Committee  on  Assessment  Organization  and  Personnel  of  the 
National  Association  of  Assessing  Officers,  reporting  in  1941,  re- 
commended that: 

The  political  subdivision  serving  as  an  assessment  district  should 
have  sufficient  resources  to  afford  adequate  assessment  machinery, 
and  should  provide  an  assessment  task  large  enough  to  realize  the 
economies  of  large-scale  operations  and  to  warrant  the  employment 
of  one  full-time  assessor  and  at  least  one  full-time  assistant. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  In  recent  years  in  eliminat- 
ing the  township  assessor,  or  providing  him  with  expert  supervision; 
but  ancient  traditions,  with  their  accompanying  vested  Interests,  are 
hard  to  displace,  and  the  goal  set  by  the  Assessing  Officers  nearly 
two  decades  ago  Is  still  far  short  of  attainment. 

Supplementing  the  original  assessment,  there  Is  always  some  kind 
of  provision  for  review  and  appeal,  and  many  of  the  states  have  been 
extending  and  Improving  the  exercise  of  their  responsibi  I  ity  for  regu- 
lation and  supervision  of  local  assessing  and  for  inter-area  equaliz- 
ation of  assessments;  but  the  Census  Bureau's  sampling  studies  for  the 
country  as  a  whole  reinforce  those  made  by  a  number  of  individual 
states  In  showing  that  while  a  minority  of  assessment  areas  en  joy  high- 
quality  asse.  Tiajor  problems  of  assessment  administration  remain 
to  be  solved  in  many  jurisdictions.  • 


ON  THE  PLANNING  HORIZON 
(From  Page  3) 

step  forward.  Under  its  terms  the  overall  provincial  planning 
organization  is  simplif ied  whi le  the  autonomy  of  local  authorities 
is  reinforced.  General  procedures  involved  in  the  planning  func- 
tion are  also  simplified  as  much  as  possible. 

It  should  be  noted  at  once  that  The  Planning  Act,  1963,  goes 
into  effect  on  August  1  .  This  Is  to  enable  local  authorities  to 
complete  any  new  arrangements  necessary  for  a  smooth  transition 
from  the  old  to  the  new. 

The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  introduce  something  of  the 
philosophy  underlying  the  new  Act.  In  its  preparation,  Mr. 
Holioway  and  A/r.  Dant  were  faced  with  the  problem  of  using 
terms  and  titles,  some  of  which  are  not  yet  in  effect.  For 
example,  the  Regional  Planning  Commissions  referred  to  in  the 
article  are,  of  course,  the  present  District  Planning  Commissions  . 
Similarly,  the  Provincial  Planning  Board  in  the  articleis  the  cur- 
rent Provincial  Planning  Advisory  Board.  None  of  the  changes 
dealt  with  will  apply  until  August  1. 

It  should  also  be  noted  with  care  that  for  the  ensuing  four 
months,  Mr.  Holioway  will  continue  to  serve  asChairmanof  the 
Provincial  Planning  Advisory  Board.  By  the  same  token,  Mr. 
Dant's  title  remains  Director  of  Town  and  Rural  Planning  until 
in  August  it  Is  changed  to  Provincial  Planning  Director. 

With  these  points  in  mind,  our  attention  may  well  concen- 
trate on  the  substanceof  their  joint  remarks,  knowing  that  (like 
our  local  authorities)  we  have  four  months  in  which  to  become 
familiar  with  the  changes.  o  Editor 


ALBERTA'S  NEW  PLANNING  ACT 
(From  Page  3) 

Most  subdividers  recognize  this  as  fair  and  do  not  object  in  prin- 
ciple to  the  imposition  of  these  requirements. 

In  regard  to  appeals,  under  the  Act  being  replaced,  the  Board 
deals  mainly  with  those  relating  to  development  applications  on  which 
municipal  counci  Is  have  made  dec  is  ions  and  with  those  relating  to  sub- 
division appl  ications  on  which  decisions  have  been  mode  by  approving 
authorities  under  the  Subdivision  and  Transfer  Regulations.  Under  the 
new  Act,  appeals  from  appl  ications  regarding  development  wil  1  befin- 
aiizedat  council  level,  while  those  regarding  subdivision  matters  will 
continue  to  be  entertained  by  the  Board. 

PUBLIC  RESERVES 

Under  the  subdivision  regulations,  each  ownerwho  subdividesland 
is  required  to  provide  one  or  more  public  reserves  within  and  totalling 
not  less  than  ten  per  cent  of  the  total  area  of  the  subdivision  for 
schools,  parks  or  other  community  purposes,  unless  the  Board,  having 
regard  to  the  anticipated  need  for  such  reserves,  exempts  him  in  whole 
or  in  part  from  compliance  with  this  requirement. 

On  registration  of  a  plan  of  subdivision,  the  public  reserves 
shown  thereon  became  vested  in  theCrown  and  a  certificate  of  title  to 
each  reserve  was  issued  in  the  name  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Works. 
This  practice  originated  from  the  fact  that  the  provincial  Department 
of  Publ  ic  Works  administered  the  subdivision  regulations  from  1912  until 
1929,  and  although  the  Board  afterwards  had  that  responsibility,  it 
was  found  convenient  to  let  the  custody  of  public  reserve  titles  remain 
in  the  hands  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Works.  It  was  understood  that 
the  Publ  ic  Works  Department  woul  d  holdthe  title  in  trust  until  suchtime 
as  a  reserve  was  actually  to  be  put  to  some  local  public  use,  when  the 
title  would  be  transferred  to  the  proper  local  authority.  An  exception 
to  this  practice  was  made  a  few  years  ago  when  The  Land  Titles  Act 
was  amended  to  provide  that  the  titles  to  reserves  in  cities  would 
issue  direct  to  the  City  on  registration  of  the  plan. 

After  August  1  next,  reserve  titles  will  be  issued  direct  to  the 
municipality  concerned.  The  Public  Works  Department  itself  is  not 
now  in  any  way  concerned  with  or  responsible  for  any  of  the  public 
uses  that  may  be  made  of  these  reserves,  and  the  transfer  of  title  from 
the  Minister  to  the  municipal  ity  involves  negotiations  and  administra- 
tive formalities  that  may  be  irritating  to  a  municipality  that  wishes 
to  get  a  school  built  or  to  carry  out  some  other  public  development  on 
a  reserve.  It  seems  preferable,  therefore,  that  municipalities  take 
possession  of  publ  ic  reserves  at  the  outset,  subject  to  proper  safeguards 
to  ensure  that  they  ore  not  regarded  as  assets  that  the  municipality  may 
liquidate  in  order  to  obtain  revenue  for  other  purposes,  and  that  they 
are  not  put  to  uses  other  than  those  for  which  they  were  original  ly  set 
aside. 

In  some  cases  it  is  not  always  possible  to  forsee  at  the  time  of 
subdivision  whether  or  not  a  reserve  wil  I  actually  be  required  for  some 
future  public  use,  yeti;-  would  be  inequitable  to  require  subdividers  to 
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provide  them  where  a  future  need  is  evident  and  to  relieve  other  sub- 
dividers  of  that  obi  igation  where  the  future  need  for  reserves  is  doubt- 
ful or  improbable.  On  the  other  hand,  to  take  reserves  which  will 
serve  no  public  purpose  is  simply  to  create  waste  patches  of  land 
which  might  otherwise  be  usefully  developed  and  which  cost  money 
to  keep  in  tidy  condition  when  they  might  instead  be  producing  tax 
revenue.  It  has  therefore  been  provided  that  where  there  is  no  evident 
need  for  reserves  in  a  subdivision,  their  actual  provision  may  be 
waived  and  the  subdivider  instead  pays  the  cash  value  of  the  reserve 
area  waivedto  the  municipal  ity  as  a  contribution  to  the  cost  of  school 
or  pork  sites-  that  have  not  been  provided  and  may  have  to  be  pur- 
chased in  other  parts  of  the  municipality,  it  is  also  provided  that 
reserves  which  already  exist  and  whichare  not  needed  for  publicpur- 
poses  .might  be  sold  by  the  municipality  and  that  the  proceeds  from 
such  sales  be  I  ikewise  used  for  the  purchase  of  sites  needed  elsewhere  . 

4.     provisions  relating  to  publ  ic  reserves  can  be  summarized  as  fol  lows: 

(1)  The  title  topublic  reserves  dedicatedfor  schools,  parks  and 
other  publ  ic  uses  within  a  subdivision  issues  to  the  municipa- 
lity instead  of  to  the  Minister  of  Public  Works. 

(2)  Where  there  is  no  evident  future  need  for  reserves  in  a  new 
subdivision,  a  cash  payment  shall  be  made  in  lieu  thereof 
to  the  municipality  by  the  subdivider,  and  such  payments, 
together  with  any  proceeds  obtained  from  the  sale  or  lease 
of  existing  reserves  that  are  not  required  for  public  use, 
shal  I  be  placed  In  a  separate  fund  to  be  expended  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  school  and  park  sites  which  are  needed  but  hove 
not  been  set  aside  in  other  parts  of  the  municipality. 

(3)  Public  reserves  vested  in  a  municipality  shall  not  be  soldor 
used  permanently  for  purposes  other  than  those  for  which  they 
were  set  aside  without  the  prior  approval  of  the  Board. 

^  ^  ^  if. 

The  effective  date  of  the  new  Act  is  August  1,   1963,  so  as  to 

enable  local  authorities  to  re-organize  accordingly.  • 
I  1 

RURAL  FIRE  MEET  A  SUCCESS 
(From  Page  1) 

Co-chairmen  of  the  conference  were  A.  E.  Bridges,  Alberta  Fire 
Commissioner;  and  Harold  Webber,  Supervisor  of  Cooperative  Act- 
ivities, under  whose  branch  co-op  fire  protection  units  and  societies 
are  formed.  Both  men  expressed  their  pleasure  at  the  enthusiasm  shown 
by  those  in  attendance. 

In  addition  to  full  discussion  of  many  questions  relating  to  rural 
fire  protection  units,  highlights  of  the  conference  were  talks  by  local 
fire  chiefs  from  widely  separated  Alberta  communities.  Of  particular 
interest  was  a  talk  by  C.  Eraser  of  the  Leduc  Co-op,  who  described 
how  the  organization  in  Leduc  got  its  start  and  in  general  how  it 
operates.  Mr.  Eraser  said  it  was  necessary  to  buy  shares  and  also  to 
pay  a  levy  to  take  care  of  the  expense.  He  stressed  the  importance 
of  a  plan  showing  the  location  of  each  member's  farm,  also  the  gen- 
eral layout  of  farm  buildings.  He  said  the  Town  of  Leduc  provides 
housing  under  agreement  for  their  fire  engine. 

FireChief  George  King  of  Coaldale  brought  up  a  number  of  points 
to  be  considered  in  the  organization  of  a  rural  fire-fighting  unit. 
He  pointedout  that  volunteer  firemen  required  training  and  said  help 
of  this  kind  could  be  obtained  from  the  Fire  Commissioner's  Office. 
Taking  calls  is  an  important  part  of  fire  protection,  he  said,  and  re- 
ferred to  four  firemen  on  his  brigade  who  can  take  the  pertinent  in- 
formation in  various  languages  spoken  within  the  Coaldale  district. 

R.  Ross,  Fire  Chief  of  Innisfail's  Co-op  with  160  members,  said 
their  unit  consists  of  19  men  and  himself,  all  volunteers,  who  answer 
about  1 5  cal  Is  to  rural  fires  per  year.  He  said  they  carried  a  book  in 
which  is  recorded  the  nature  of  the  fire,  number  of  men  who  attended, 
and  the  equipment  used.  The  record  is  signed  by  the  victim  of  the 
fire,  Mr.  Ross  concluded. 

The  attention  of  delegates  was  also  directed  to  the  municipal 
fire  protection  plan  now  operating  in  the  Municipal  District  of  Bonny- 
ville.  Chief  Ed  Vallee,  who  is  senior  fire  officer  for  the  plan  as  well 
as  Fire  Chief  of  the  Town  of  Bonnyville,  explained  howthe  plan  pro- 
vides complete  fire  protection  coverage  through  the  location  and 
manning  of  five  municipal ly-owned fire-fighting  units.  J.  H.Muller, 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  Bonnyville  M.  D.,  discussed  the  method  of  fin- 
ancing used  by  the  district,  hie  commended  the  plan  to  other  mun- 
icipal districts  and  counties,  particularly  since  it  covers  the  entire 
municipal  district,  whereas  a  co-op  or  society  or  a  fire  protection 
district  leaves  some  hamlets  and  many  farmers  beyond  the  protection 
area. 

Delegates  agreed  to  meet  again  in  Red  Deer  next  year.  • 
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BUDGET  REFLECTS  RECORD  GROWTH 
(From  Page  1) 

water  suppi  les  ror 

making  productive  as  pasture  or  crop  lands  areas  now  largely  waste. 

In  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  provision  has  been  made  for 
$551,625  for  construction  of  additional  facilities  at  the  Schools  of 
Agriculture,  and  $100,000  for  a  regional  veterinary  laboratory  at 
Lethbridge. 

*       *       *  * 

DEPARTMENT  of  EDUCATION: 

Education  and  its  costs  are  matters  of  vital  concern  to  every  re- 
sident of  this  Province.  The  number  of  students  increased  from  294,400 
in  1961  to  312,700  in  1962,  and  the  number  of  teachers  increased 
from  12,607  to  13,342  over  the  same  period.  These  statistics  alone 
indicate  the  need  for  more  money.  In  addition  there  is  a  growing  de- 
mand for  higher  qualification  for  teachers  and  the  desire  of  many 
school  boards  to  provide  comprehensive  courses  of  studies  for  their 
students. 

It  is  not  my  intention  here  to  discuss  these  matters,  but  to  point 
out  that  the  Government  is  making  a  very  large  contribution  to  the 
cost  of  education.  As  shown  in  the  table  above,  the  total  estimates 
for  the  Department  of  Education  are  $84,689,425  which  is  27.87% 
of  the  total  estimated  expenditures  of  the  Government  on  income 
account  and  $5,802,005  more  than  the  amount  voted  last  year.  Our 
contribution  to  the  School  Foundation  Fund  has  been  increased  from 
$57,000,000  to  $63,000,000  and  $8,000,000  has  been  provided  to 
continue  construction  of  technical  schools.  Of  this  amount  $6,304,000 
will  be  recovered  from  the  Federal  Government.  The  Northern  Alberta 
Institute  of  Technology  has  been  opened  and  will  soon  be  in  full  oper- 
ation. The  Estimates  provide  $1 ,459, 420  for  the  operation  of  this 
school  next  year,  and  $1,701,600  for  the  expanding  operations  of  the 
Southern  Alberta  Institute  of  Technology.  Because  of  the  technical 
nature  of  the  courses  offered  at  these  two  schools  substantial  amounts 
will  be  recovered  from  the  Federal  Government. 

Again  many  students  will  be  assisted  to  complete  courses  in  higher 
education  and  a  sum  of  $1,545,650  has  been  included  in  the  budget 
for  grants  and  loans  for  this  purpose.  Well  over  11,000  students  are 
enrol  led  In  correspondence  school  courses  conducted  by  the  department 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $771,350.  Further  sums  have  been  provided  to 
reduce  the  cost  of  text  books  to  students,  and  to  assist  in  supervision 
and  administration  of  schools. 

Construction  of  technical  schools  under  the  Federal-Provincial 
scheme  is  well  underway  at  fifteen  centres  throughout  the  Province. 
It  is  expected  that  all  the  schools  will  be  practically  completed  by 
March  31,  1963,  and  that  instruction  wil  I  commence  with  the  opening 
of  the  1963  school  term.  You  will  recall  that  last  fall  the  Government 
announced  that  it  wouldrelieve  School  Boards  of  the  10%  of  construc- 
tion costs  which  originally  was  to  be  their  responsiblity. 

We  anticipate  another  large  increase  in  student  enrolment  at  the 
University  of  Alberta,  with  9000expected  at  Edmonton,  and  2,  200at 
Calgary.  In  addition  there  will  likely  be  4000  students  attending 
summer  courses  and  nearly  2000  taking  evening  classes,  with  several 
hundred  more  taking  advantage  of  the  part-time  courses  offered.  The 
Government  has  provided  an  appropriation  of  $11,000,000  towards  the 
operation  of  the  University. 

Under  the  Vocational  Training  Vote  we  hove  made  provision  for 
cost-sharing  agreements  with  the  Federal  Government  for  the  training 
of  unemployed  and  disabled  persons,  and  also  to  prepare  teachers  to 
conduct  courses  in  vocational  training.  A  total  sum  of  $61 1,440  is 
expected  to  be  spent  on  these  programs  of  which  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment will  reimburse  the  Province  to  the  extent  of  $401,780. 

In  the  Department  of  Public  Works  Estimates,  provision  has  been 
made  for  a  continuation  of  the  large  program  of  constructing  education 
buildings.  More  than  one  million  dollars  will  be  spent  on  the  Schools 
of  Technology,  and  a  total  of  $9,618,500  will  be  required  for  Un- 
iversity buildings  including  $4,850,000  for  the  two  libraries  on  the 
Edmonton  and  Calgary  campuses.  The  Education  Building  in  Edmonton 
will  be  finished,  and  construction  will  commence  on  the  Engineering 
and  Science  Buildings  on  the  Calgary  campus.  A  further  sum  of 
$3,400, 000  has  been  requested  for  furnishings  and  equipment  through- 
out the  University  Buildings. 

*       *       *  * 

PENSION  PAYMENTS: 

Many  applications  have  been  received  from  local  governing  bodies 
to  take  advantage  of  the  provisions  of  The  Local  Authorities  Pension 


Act  passed  at  the  last  sitting  of  this  Legislature.  The  Public  Service 
Pension  Board  will  takeover  the  assets  and  future  contributions  of  pen- 
sion plans  already  in  effect  which  qual  ify  for  acceptance  under  the  Act 
and  will  assume  responsibility  for  pension  payments  in  accordance  with 
the  Act.  It  is  expected  thatfunds  totalling  $1,500,000  will  betaken 
over  next  year  to  be  deposited  into  General  Revenue  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  anticipated  $3, 500,000  contributions  from  the  Public  Service 
Pension  and  Retirement  Plans.  Payments  from  these  pension  funds  will 
require  an  estimated  $2,965,000. 

¥  *  * 

DEPARTMENT  of  HIGHWAYS: 

The  Government's  intention  to  provide  a  network  of  good  roads, 
can  best  be  Illustrated  by  the  following  table: 

Administration  and  Maintenance 


1963-64 

1962-63 

&   6,110,050  ... 

.  $  6,124,900 

Construction  and  maintenance  of 

3,000,000  ... 

2, 900, 000 

Construction  and  maintenance  of 

11,800,000  ... 

.  13,000,000 

Construction  -  municipal  projects 

1,250,000  ... 

1,250,000 

500,000  ... 

500,000 

1,741,390  ... 

1,687,920 

909,060  ... 

899, 250 

Expenditure,  Income  Account 

25,310,500 

26,362,070 

Capital  Account 

39,238,770 

37,840,310 

Estimated  Tota  1 

^  64, 549, 270 

$  64,202,380 

DEPARTMENT  of  MUNICIPAL  AFFAIRS: 

Many  of  our  municipalities  are  taking  greater  advantage  of  the 
Municipal  Winter  Works  Incentive  Program.  Winter  conditions  present 
no  great  problem  to  engineers  and  contractors,  and  local  authorities 
are  reaping  the  benefit  of  Government  grants  equal  to  75%  of  labor 
costs,  as  well  as  alleviating  unemployment  conditions  by  providing 
employment  during  a  normally  slack  season.  The  Department's  estim- 
ates to  pay  for  three-quarters  of  labor  costs  include  $5, 000, 000  com- 
pared with  $4,  200,000  estimated  last  year.  The  Federal  Government 
will  reimburse  us  for  two-thirds  of  this  expenditure,  amounting  to 
$3,320,000. 

Assistance  to  and  supervision  of  assessment  in  municipal  ities  wil  I 
be  extended  at  a  cost  of  $1,034,380. 

The  Department  receives  the  proceeds  of  requisitions  on  the  mun- 
icipalities for  the  Provincial  hospital  ization  plan  which  calls  for  a  levy 
of  four  mills  on  total  equalized  assessments  and  is  expected  to  yield 
$7,069,230. 

*  *      *  * 

RECREATIONAL  GRANTS: 

In  the  estimated  expenditure  for  the  Provincial  Secretary's  De- 
partment, $600,000  has  been  provided  to  complete  paymentof  recrea- 
tional grants  to  municipalities.  Thiscompares  with  $1,000,000  voted 
last  year. 

Development  of  recreation  and  cultural  activities  will  be  expanded 
to  cost  an  estimated  $535,280,  an  increase  of  $134,000  over  last 
year's  appropriation.  This  expansion  is  due  to  participation  by  the 
Federal  Government  in  the  activities  to  the  extent  of  $77,790. 

A  museum  consultant  has  been  retained,  and  the  organization  for 
the  Provincial  Museum  and  Archives  Is  now  underway. 

*  *       *  * 

PUBLIC  DEBT: 

The  increased  vote  for  Public  Debt  is  due  to  the  incidence  of  q 
larger  amount  of  our  debt  maturing  next  year,  and  to  adequate  pro- 
vision for  American  exchange  on  our  debt  obligations  payable  in  that 
currency.   The  Vote  includes  $2,360,000  for  debt  (To  Page  9) 


KEEPING  UP  WITH  THE  JONESES 

It  has  been  said  that  the  worst  health  problems  of  our  coun- 
try are  those  brought  on  by  our  excesses:  over-eating,  over- 
drinking, over-playing,  over-loaf  ing,  and  over-worrying,  chief- 
ly about  keeping  up  with  the  Joneses.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
social,  economic,  and  political  ills  of  which  we  complain  may 
be  attributed  to  like  causes  in  that  we  have  acquired  insatiable 
appetites  for  excesses  of  service,  of  subsidy  and  assistance,  of 
security,  of  facilities  for  entertainment  and  leisure,  and  of  pro- 
mises and  assurances,  all  at  public  expense. 

^    ;  jn    E.  W.  Hinman's  1963  Budget  Speech 


BUDGET  REFLECTS  RECORD  GROWTH 

(From  Page  8)  retirement  com- 

paredwlth  $2,035,000  appropriated  last  year,  and  $200, 000  for  U<,S. 
exchange,  an  increase  of  $90, 000.  Interest  on  our  public  debt  is 
down  to  $579,000  from  $628,000. 

Our  funded  debt  amounted  to  $21,688,473,  as  at  December  31, 
1962,  a  decrease  of  $2,069,018  for  the  year.  Our  guaranteed  debt, 
due  almost  entirely  to  the  borrowing  requirements  of  the  Alberta  Mun- 
icipal Financing  Corporation  and  The  Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Commission  amounted  to  $313,343,687  at  the  end  of  1962. 

At  March  31,  1962,  our  investments  amountedto  $414,357,000, 
slightly  higher  than  they  were  at  the  end  of  the  previous  fiscal  year 
when  they  totalled  $410,281,000.  Of  this  amount,  $263,628,000 
represents  Investments  in  bonds  of  our  municipalities,  school  boards, 
hospital  boards,  rural  electrification  associations  and  The  Alberta 
Government  Telephones  Commission,  and  $150,729,000  in  cash  and 
Federal  and  Provincial  debentures. 

DEPARTMENT  of  PUBLIC  HEALTH: 


Total  estimates  for  the  Department  of  Public  Health  amount  to 
$87,303,800,  which  is  $11,779,700  more  than  last  year's  estimates, 
and  represents  23.35%  of  our  total  revenue  on  income  and  capital 
accounts.  Actually  the  full  estimated  requirement  of  the  Department 
is  $93,440,770,  which  is  an  expenditure  of  $67.00  for  every  person 
in  the  Province.  Many  of  the  services  are  on  a  cost-sharing  basis  with 
the  Federal  Government,  and  reimbursements  of  $6,  136,900  will  re- 
duce the  estimated  expenditure  of  the  Department  to  the  amount  shown 
In  the  above  table. 

Of  particular  interest  is  the  Government's  Intention  to  start  a 
program  of  medical  care  to  help  those  residents  In  need  of  financial 
assistance  In  obtaining  prepaid  medical  insurance.  The  sum  of 
$1 , 000, 000  has  been  provided  to  commence  this  program  In  1963. 
Of  Interest  also  Is  the  establishment  of  the  Glenrose  Auxiliary  Hos- 
pital In  Edmonton  In  the  building  formerly  occupied  by  the  Royal 
Alexandra  Hospital .  Part  of  this  new  hospital  wi  1 1  be  used  to  commence 
a  program  for  the  multiple  handicapped  until  a  new  centre  Is  ready 
for  this  purpose. 

Cost  of  the  Alberta  Hosptial I zation  plan  has  increased  by 
$8,866,000  to  $63,116,300.  Under  this  plan,  payments  are  made  to 
all  hospitals  for  approved  operating  costs,  for  renovations  and  equip- 
ment, and  for  interest  and  repayments  on  capital  debt.  With  new 
auxil  iary  and  active  treatment  hospitals  coming  into  operation,  and  the 
operating  costs  of  all  hospitals  going  up,  additional  funds  are  requir- 
ed to  pay  for  the  plan.  The  Federal  Government  will  contribute  ap- 
proximately 40%  of  the  costs,  and  $25,000,000  has  been  included  in 
the  estimated  revenue  to  reflect  this  contribution. 

Hospital  construction  continues  on  a  very  large  scale,  and  con- 
struction grants  to  hospital  boards  on  a  per  bed  basis  will  need 
$4,000,000  again  next  year.  One-half  of  this  amount  Is  recoverable 
from  the  Federal  Government. 

Improvements  infacilitles  end  care  at  our  mental  Institutions  will 
be  made  at  an  Increased  cost  of  more  than  $1,000,000. 

i<  -k 

DEPARTMENT  of  PUBLIC  WELFARE: 


The  Government's  policy  In  the  field  of  welfare  is  to  make  a- 
vallableto  all  needy  residents  such  assistance  as  is  necessary  to  assure 
a  reasonable  standard  of  living.  Twenty-five  reg'ional  offices  staffed 
with  social  workers,  are  situated  throughout  the  Province  to  assess  the 
needs  of  individuals  within  their  areas..  The  Department  will  continue 
to  pay  pensions  and  allowances  to  the  various  categories  of  recipients 
at  the  Increased  level  established  in  February  1962  and  will  bear  the 
child  welfare  costs  which  spiral  upward  as  the  number  of  government 
wards  increases. 

The  full  amount  of  welfare  In  the  Province  for  next  year  Is  es- 
timated to  cost  $37,712,775,  against  which  we  apply  Federal  reim- 
bursements of  $13,055,720. 

•k  -k  -k 

The  Public  Works  Department  will  spend  $1,345,000  to  build 
four  new  Homes  for  the  Aged  next  year,  and  to  complete  eight  Homes 
presently  under  construction.  This  will  bring  the  total  number  of 
Homes  up  to  fifty-three  by  the  end  of  next  year.  Pinevlew  Maternity 
Home  InEdmonton  will  be  completed,  and  $200,000  will  be  required 
to  reconstruct  the  Beulah  Maternity  Home. 

Administration  of  the  Emergency  Measures  Organization  has  been 
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SECRETARY'S 

CALENDAR 


Municipal  District  Act 

Within  5  days  after  the  end  of  each  month  the  secretary-treasurer 
shall  prepare  a  statement  of  monies  received  and  their  disposition, 
submit  to  council  at  next  meeting  and  enter  a  copy  In  the  minutes . 
Sec.  61  (v). 

May  1  -  New  discount  by-laws  or  amendments  thereto  must  be 
passed  prior  to  this  date  to  be  effective.  Sec.  350. 

Secretary-treasurer  shall  prepare  and  mall  tax  notices  as  soon 
as  practicable.  Sec.  347. 

Secretary-treasurer  shal  I  prepare  a  statement  of  Provincial  Grants 
and  mail  them  with  tax  notices.  Sec.  347a. 

Town  and  Village  Act 
1 5th-Secretary-treasurer  shall  prepare  statement  of  monies  received 
and  their  disposition,  submit  to  council  at  next  meeting  and  enter  a 
copy  in  the  minutes.  Sec.  67(r). 

May  1  -  New  discount  by-laws  or  amendments  thereto  must  be 
passed  prior  to  this  date  to  be  effective.  Sec.  374. 

Secretary-treasurer  shal  I  prepare  tax  roll  on  or  before  September 
1  and  mail  tax  notices.  Sec.  368  and  370. 

Secretary-treasurer  shal  I  prepare  a  statement  of  Provincial  Grants 
and  mail  them  with  tax  notices.  Sec.  370a. 

Assessment  Act,  1960 

May  31  -  Duties  of  the  Court  of  Revision  must  be  completed  by 
this  date.  Sec.  43. 

May  31  -  After  completion  of  the  Court  of  Revision  sittings  the 
secretary- treasurer  shal  1  certify  the  assessment  rol  I  complete.  Sec .  46. 

Tax  Recovery  Act 

Public  tax  sale  shall  be  heldbefore  the  expiry  of  three  years  but 

not  before  the  expiry  of  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  April  of  the 

year  tax  recovery  notification  was  registered.  Sec.  9. 

I  1 

transferred  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  this  Department. 


■k  -k  -k  -k 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT: 

Again  the  Treasury  will  distribute  $15,000,000  in  uncondition- 
al grants  to  municipalities. 

Construction  of  the  Initial  waterstorage  development  at  Brazeau 
is  scheduled  to  be  completed  by  Calgary  Power  Limited  by  the  end 
of  next  year.  Under  our  agreement  with  the  company  we  will  reim- 
burse them  for  capital  costs  on  this  project,  and  have  provided  In 
capital  advances  for  an  expenditure  of  $2,250,000.  This  will  bring 
our  total  advances  to  approximately  $12,000,000,  well  under  the 
original  estimate  of  $14,000,000.  Calgary  Power  Limited  will  repay 
these  advances  on  or  before  October  1,  1980. 

In  addition  to  our  budgetary  estimates,  certain  loans  are  made 
under  the  authority  of  our  statutes.  It  Is  estimated  that  loans  total  1  Ing 
$2,500,000  will  be  made  to  farmers  under  The  Farm  Purchase  Credit 
Act  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  economic  farm  units.  The  Govern- 
ment has  already  advanced  an  aggregate  of  nearly  $10,000,000  to 
1882  farmers  under  this  Act. 

Loans  will  also  be  made  to  Rural  Telephone  Associations  to  en- 
able these  Associations  to  operate  their  own  systems.  Such  loans  are 
expected  to  amount  to  $500,000  next  year. 

These  loans  will  increase  our  reserves,  and  are  financed  by  an 
offsetting  reduction  in  our  liquid  reserves. 

MUNICIPAL  ASSISTANCE: 


A  statement  of  assistance  to  municipalities  is  appended  to  this 
address,  and  you  wi  1 1  note  that  the  total  assistance  to  be  made  direct- 
ly and  indirectly  to  local  authorities  Is  estimatedto  be  $1 56,  554,  930 
for  the  next  year,  an  increase  of  $3,989,153  over  a  revised  estimate 
of  total  assistance  for  the  current  year.  Actual  ly  the  Increase  in  bene- 
fits to  municipalities  in  their  operations  for  next  year  could  be  stated 
to  be  several  million  dollars  higher  because  construction  grants  for 
schools  are  down  by  $12,750,000  due  to  the  fact  that  buildingof 
technical  schools  was  essential  ly  a  rush  program  for  the  1 962-63  fiscal 
year  to  take  ful  1  advantage  of  the  Federal  Government's  contributions. 

There  Is  an  increase  of  $5,  764,  000  in  our  payments  to  the  School 
Foundation  Fund,  and  net  hospital  izatlon  costs  provided  for  the  bene- 
fit of  residents  will  amount  to  $48,  253,  330  which  is  $7,  601 ,  840  more 

(To  Page  10) 
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HAMLET  OF  FAUST  GETS  A  FlftC  SNGINS  .  .  .  PICTURE  STORY 


I  P 


READY  FOR  TEST  -  George  Bray,  Hamlet  Inspector  with  the  Field 
Service  Branch,  watches  Dave  Martin,  Government  Garage  mechanic, 
prepare  Coventry  C I imax  pump  for  volume  test.  Site  is  the  Edmonton 
city  testing  grounds.  Jump  tower  in  background  is  used  for  training 
and  testing  purposes. 


500  GALLONS  PER  MINUTE  -  Dave  measures  pressure  and  volume  ot 
smooth  nozzle.  Two  2  1/2  inch  hose  are  loined  into  one  three  inch. 
Unit  has  850  gallon  tank;  takes  water  from  outside  source  if  available. 

*       *       *  * 

o  BY  GEORGE  BRAY,  HAMLET  INSPECTOR 

FIGHTING  Fines  IN  HAMLETS 

Early  in  January,  it  was  my  pleasure  to  deliver  to  members  of 
the  volunteer  Fire  Brigade  of  the  hamlet  of  Faust  a  fully  modern  fire 
engine.  The  new  unit  was  equipped  with  every  device  needed  for 
complete  fire-fighting  protection  in  a  hamlet  or  a  rural  area.  The 
good  citizens  of  Faust  welcomed  the  arrival  of  the  unit  and  no  doubt 
as  a  result  of  it  have  slept  more  soundly.  They  have  a  trained  fire- 
fighting  team  of  vol  unteers;  they  have  an  efficient  machine  that  will 
enable  them  to  get  to  the  scene  of  a  fire  and  bring  it  under  control 
with  the  least  possible  delay. 

Faust's  fire  engine  is  the  seventh  unit  constructed  for  hamlets  lo- 
cated within  Alberta's  improvement  districts.    Faust  is  located  in  I.D, 
No.  124.    Other  improvement  district  hamlets  similarly  equipped  are 
Fort  Vermilion,  I.  D.  No.  147;  West  Edson  Subdivision,  I.  D,  No. 
95;  Exshaw  and  Canmore,   both  in  I.  D.  No.   946;  Hillcrest,  I.  D. 
No.  lOand  EastCoulee  in  I.  D.  No.  42.    In  addition  to  these,  many 
other  hamlets  of  smaller  population  building  up  in  improvement  dis- 
tricts are  provided  with  hand  equipment  for  various  types  of  fires. 
A  location  of  equipment  is  determined  by  such  factors  as  population 
and  local  residential  conditions,  as  well  as  the  moneys  available  in 
the  Improvement  District  Trust  Funds  built  up  from  revenue  derivedfrom 
tax  levies  on  property  in  Alberta's  1.  D.  's. 

In  all  cases  fire  brigades  are  public-spirited  volunteers  among 
local  businessmen  and  residents.  These  men  (and  women)  are  subject 
to  call  at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night  and  receive  no  reward  other 
than  the  knowledge  that  they  are  protecting  from  fire  their  own  and 


IN  ACTION  -  Dave  Martin  explains  detailsof  front-mounted  pump  to 
G.  J.  Strudwick,  Park  Supervisor;  J.  P.  Acton,  Parks  Co-ordinator; 
and  John  Pavel ich.  Park  Supervisor.  Starting  with  a  1958  Fargo 
truck,  Mr.  Martin  made  fire  engine  (his  fourth)  to  government  spec- 
ifications . 


TEST  OVER  -  Jim  Acton  and  E.  P.  Shaver,  Parks  Commissioner,  ad- 
mire beauty  and  efficiency  of  engine  at  the  end  of  successful  test  . 
It  was  turned  over  to  Faust  Volunteer  Fire  Department  shortly  after. 

(Alberta  Government  Photos) 

their  neighbors  properties,  which  in  some  cases  may  represent  the 
savings  of  a  lifetime.  As  a  small  encouragement,  the  Field  Service 
Branch  arranges  for  insurance  coverage  for  these  volunteers  in  case 
of  an  accident  while  fulfilling  their  duties. 

The  people  of  Faust  are  proud  of  their  fire-fighting  unit  and  the 
Field  Service  Branch  shares  that  pride  with  them.  The  equipment 
briefly  consists  of  a  five-ton  truck  with  dual  wheels  and  a  steel  body 
having  an  850  gallon  water  tank.  There  is  a  Coventry  Climax  hyd- 
raulically-balancedpump  with  acapacity  of  500  Imperial  gallons  per 
minute  at  120  P.S.I.  Body  of  the  truck  contains  500  feet  of  high 
pressure  fire  hose,  fog  nozzles,  metal  ladders,  first  aid  equipment, 
A,  B  and  C  hand  fire  extinguishers  ...  all  topped  with  a  high  power 
combination  siren  and  flasher. 

The  entire  unit  was  converted  from  a  Fargo  truck  in  the  Govern- 
ment Garage  in  Edmonton  by  Dave  Martin,  who  is  to  be  congratul- 
ated on  the  quality  of  his  workmanship.  • 
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than  the  amount  provided  for  this  year.  Other  categories  of  assistance 
will  be  maintained  in  the  substantial  amounts  provided  in  past  years. 

Total  assistance  to  municipalities  for  the  fourteen  year  period 
to  March  31,  1964  is  $1,201,614,469,  and  in  addition  local  authori- 
ties have  benefited  by  loans  from  the  Government  amounting  to 
$296,571,314,  and  $300,000,000  from  the  Alberta  Municipal  Fin- 
ancing Corporation.  • 


